
THE “CALL IN” PERIOD FOR THIS SET OF MINUTES ENDS AT 12 NOON ON 
27 JULY, 2017. 

1

SOUTH SEFTON AREA COMMITTEE

MEETING HELD AT THE TOWN HALL, BOOTLE
ON THURSDAY 29TH JUNE, 2017

PRESENT: Councillor John Kelly (in the Chair)
Councillors Lappin, Bradshaw, Brennan, 
Linda Cluskey, Fairclough, Friel, Hardy, 
Brenda O'Brien, Michael O'Brien, Maher, Moncur, 
Thomas and Anne Thompson

1. APPOINTMENT OF CHAIR AND VICE-CHAIR  FOR THE 2017 / 
2018 MUNICIPAL YEAR 

RESOLVED: That

(1) Councillor John Kelly be appointed Chair for the Municipal Year 
2017/18; and

(2) Councillor Lappin be appointed Vice-Chair for the Municipal Year 
2017/18.

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Kevin Cluskey and 
Tweed and Advisory Group Members Mrs.Baxter, Mr.Costello and 
Mrs.M.Elson.

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

No declarations of any disclosable pecuniary interest were received.

4. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 

RESOLVED:

That the Minutes of the meeting held on 16 January 2017 be confirmed as 
a correct record.

5. PUBLIC FORUM 

During the Public Forum the following issues were raised:-

(a) Karen O’Brien asked how much was spent on maintaining the grass 
in public places such as central reservations and the park in 
Netherton in comparison to Southport. She further requested to 
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know the frequency that they are maintained in comparison to other 
sites in south Sefton.

Mark Shaw, Parks and Greenspace Manager, replied that Grounds 
Maintenance was provided at the same specification across the 
entire Borough (160 sites in total); on average grass was cut on a 2 
week cycle depending upon the specification of the site/park/feature 
being maintained, for example, golf courses were maintained at a 
higher frequency and specification than an open amenity area, or 
meadow grass habitat. The maintenance team and equipment / 
machinery for grass cutting was distributed evenly across the 
borough with the same number of personnel and in north and the 
south.

Although the two teams of eight work their own areas, north – 
Crossens down to Formby and south - Bootle up to Hightown, the 
team also worked as one team in support of key maintenance 
activities, such as football, bowls and sports maintenance such as 
Litherland Sports Park, Netherton Activity Centre and the Crosby 
Lakeside and Marine Park. In addition to this teams would support 
other work as and when required.

It was not possible to extract the costs of grass cutting as a single 
maintenance activity as there are numerous other maintenance 
activities that are linked, for example, litter picking before cutting, 
cleansing of paths and hard surfaces after cutting, edging off, 
pruning back vegetation, controlling invasive species and weed 
spraying.

(b) Marion Elson, Advisory Group Member, commented that residents 
were fed up with the gangs of youths congregating and littering the 
walk way and grass verges in Copy Lane, by the walk way to Marl 
Road. It was very intimidating for residents walking along when 
there were about 15+ youths drinking alcohol and allegedly waiting 
for their drug collection. The area was very dark (especially in 
winter) and the low canopy of trees, which made this an ideal place 
for them to loiter. Residents were constantly cleaning up the litter 
and weapons including knives and hammers etc. Could something 
be done about these yobs, some of whom do live in the area.

Inspector Ian Jones replied that he had passed this onto his team to 
provide High Visibility Patrols in the area and see if he can find out 
who the culprits are and deal with them accordingly. This area has 
been an issue for some time.

He added, that Mrs. Elson should let him know if he can help with 
any of this or if a site visit is required.

(c) Helen Jones, asked for an update on the residents’ parking scheme 
proposal for Wadham Road and surrounding area
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Mr. S. Johnston, Team Leader Traffic Management and Road 
Safety,  replied the Cabinet on 6 April 2017 Resolved as follows:-

That

(1) the results of the public consultation on the proposed 
parking scheme be noted;

(2) approval be given to  the introduction of the 
Residents’ Privileged Parking scheme in Wadham 
Road (part), Bedford Road (part), Miranda Road 
(part), Queens Road (part), Bootle, together with 
associated ‘limited waiting’ restrictions as shown in 
Annex B of the report, subject to the necessary 
funding being confirmed by the Linacre and Derby 
Ward Members;

(3) approval be given to the revocation of all existing 
Traffic Regulation Orders, as described within the 
report;

(4) approval be given to the progression of the necessary 
Traffic Regulation Orders, including those of public 
consultation and the advertising the Council's intention 
to implement the Order;

(5) in the event that no objections are received during the 
consultation process, referred to in (4) above, the 
Head of Regulation and Compliance be authorised to 
make the Order(s) and the Service Manager of Traffic 
and Transportation be authorise to implement the 
Order; and

(6) In the event that objections are received during the 
consultation process the matter be referred to the 
appropriate South Sefton Area Committee for 
consideration in accordance with Rule 21 of Chapter 8 
(Area Committees) of the Council’s Constitution.

Following approval by Cabinet, the Council was  now in the process 
of preparing the draft Traffic Regulation Orders, and these should 
be advertised in the local Press in the next week or so. The notice 
will highlight the proposals, and will give people 21 days to submit 
objections. If any objections are received, they would then need to 
be referred back to South Sefton Area Committee for determination. 
Hopefully, if no objections are received, the Council  would be in a 
position to implement the scheme at the start of the new college 
term in September.
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(d) Letty Draper commented that there was a large amount of bin bags 
being dumped along Stanley Road (between Kings Gardens and 
Bedford Road). She asked whether it was possible to find out who 
was dumping the bags; she added that she believed that most of 
the bags were being dumped by residents of the flats. 

Gary Berwick, Cleansing Services Manager replied that he fully 
accepted the comments appertaining to this allegation, however, it 
does not tend to be domestic black sacks or boxes of domestic 
rubbish which cause the visual amenity issue. He was aware that 
colleagues in enforcement along with staff from cleansing 
undertake monthly operations from the Liverpool boundary to check 
on fly tipping and other environmental issues, all too often however, 
there was no evidence forthcoming and there was virtually no 
intelligence from local residents.  The Council however, would 
continue to check on fly tipped bags and rest assured any evidence 
would result in fixed penalty fines or an appearance in the local 
court if the offence is serious enough. 

In addition, and in relation to this point he thought it was appropriate 
to give credit where it was due here, and that both Linacre and 
Derby Ward Councillors had combined to invest (quite substantially 
with local ward funds) in financial terms to create a specific “hit 
squad” just for these two wards to deal with the menace that was fly 
tipping / graffiti/ rear entry cleansing. Whilst the squad is in its early 
days (started in May), it is fair to say that the squad had already 
made a significant visual impact. The squad, combined with our 
colleagues in enforcement, continue to press for improvements to 
the immediate area around Stanley Road; Mrs. Draper was assured 
that the Ward Councillors also monitor and report matters directly to 
the “hit squad” and enforcement for action.

Councillors also agreed to install larger litter bins to help with the 
control of waste and fly tipping, after initial success, these bins are 
to a great extent being abused by local residents dumping bin bags 
directly into them. This appears to be from the Houses Multiple 
Occupancy (HMO) off Stanley Road and the turnover of residents at 
these properties means that residents often do not know the 
collection day and seem to think placing it on Stanley Road will 
have it removed quicker. Mr. Berwick indicated that he would ask 
colleagues in enforcement to re-visit these HMOs again detailing 
collection day in this area.

One final point is that Hugh Baird College “litter pick” daily when the 
College is open the in the immediate area opposite and outside 
Kings Gardens. Whilst this does not help in terms of black sacks it 
helps in the visual amenity of the immediate area and from a locality 
perspective makes the students at Hugh Baird think about the 
environment.
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Mr. Berwick concluded that unfortunately, the issue would not go 
away; it was just a matter of trying to control it and manage it.

(e) Tracey Williams asked whether there was a policy or strategy for 
removing weeds from public streets, roads and walkways. She 
added that she had contacted the Council several times about the 
problem but very little had appeared to have been done. Parts of 
Bootle were starting to look like mini rain forests, which was 
attracting rubbish that was not being swept up. Additionally, parts of 
Knowsley Road and its branch roads including the long path that 
runs along the train track are bad with weeds and the walkway was 
being used as a dumping ground for large items of furniture, white 
goods, household waste and building rubble.

Andrew Sawyer, Highways Maintenance Manager, replied in 
writing, that the Council had a Highway Weed Spray programme for 
the adopted roads and footways across the borough.  This was 
delivered by an external service provider. Four weeds sprays were 
undertaken each year, typically commencing late March / early 
April.  Subject to the weather (as weed spraying cannot be 
completed during wet weather) each spray typically takes around 6-
8 weeks to complete with the last spray being completed towards 
the end of September.  No area within the borough was treated 
differently; they were all sprayed four times per year using the same 
chemicals.

The Contractor was only required to spray visible weed growth, not 
manually remove weeds once they are in decline or have died.  
This is an activity to be undertaken by Sefton’s Cleansing 
department subject to available resources.  Currently the Cleansing 
Team were targeting certain areas, particularly in the Bootle area, 
to manually remove excessive weed growth.

(f) Ken Rouse, asked could someone  give an update as to the 
situation regarding EMR Metal Recycling Facility. Following the last 
Area Committee, in March, there was to be a meeting between the 
Councillors, Peter Dowd MP, the Environmental Agency, 
Merseyside Fire and Rescue Services and EMR to discuss the “fire 
problems” with the site in Alexandra Docks following the 3rd fire in 
18 months. This meeting was held late March, and Mr. Rouse 
believed that a report would be forthcoming following this meeting. 
He asked had this report been produced and made available? Has 
any decision been made allowing EMR to increase their throughput 
of waste from 15k tonnes to 75k tonnes as they requested?

Greg Martin, Principal Environmental Health Officer, replied that the 
last meeting to discuss the EMR fire was on the 5th May and 
Councillor Fairclough chaired the meeting and a number of 
agencies were in attendance. The main agencies with enforcement 
type responsibility were the Fire Service and the Environment 
Agency who were leading on the investigations that were ongoing. 
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Perhaps updates have been sent through to Councillor Fairclough 
regarding the current status of the investigations. Failing that it may 
be worth contacting the Environment Agency/Fire Service direct for 
an update 

A query had been sent to the Environment Agency and a response 
was awaited.

(g) Robert Goodwin, raised concerns in relation to a few issues 
encountered over recent days in relation to tower block fires and 
also residents safety.

(1)Wren house in Bootle has been the target of multiple arson 
attempts by the same people for a number of months. Mr. 
Goodwin indicated that  residents were completely unaware 
of this issue until he reported it to the police after catching 
perpetrators in the act  as they tried to push a burning pizza 
box through his front door. When the police contacted the 
security for CCTV confirmation the security informed the 
police that the people responsible had been seen a number 
of times over a few months and they were closely monitoring 
it. They also told police the people have also since been 
seen back within the block trying again. Mr. Goodwin 
indicated that his concern is that it appears the Police or 
residents had not been informed of the multiple arson 
offences  until he raised the issue which clearly is 
unacceptable. CCTV images did not hit the media until I 
reported it yet it has been ongoing for months.  Mr. Goodwin 
continued that he was are also aware that no one has been 
door to door with the images to ask residents if they 
recognised the perpetrators, leaving this investigation 
hanging on a photo posted on page 5 of the champion. Mr. 
Goodwin stated that he  worked at night and hearing them 
probably saved everyone's life in this building, especially 
considering the cladding that's since been removed; and that  
these people could have been caught months before he had 
to witness  the attack on his own home, contain the fire 
myself and leaving him to live with the knowledge that unless 
he sees it and points the finger then it just carries on.

(2) The fire brigade later visited the home where the incident 
was reported yet before hand One Vision Housing sent out 
an electrical engineer to run a test on the homes fuse box. 
Mr. Goodwin believed the test was over a year outside the 
mandatory test date and he believed it was only tested in 
case the fire brigade saw it and it had not been done. He 
also believed the vast majority of fuse boxes still have not 
been tested and he was unsure of the obligations but 
assumed they should be tested every 5 years, in turn they 
have never been tested and he suggested that the London 
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block’s fuse boxes also probably have not got up to date 
paperwork.

(3)Residents feel safe in these tower blocks at Greenfields 
place because part of our fire safety system involves a 
smoke extraction system where doors open and a system 
sucks the smoke out the block, but residents have concerns 
that a generator within Cygnet House has been condemned 
due to its exhaust system being oddly located inside the 
building. Residents wished to know what powers this smoke 
extraction system within Cygnet and Wren House had and 
OVH have still yet to respond to the fuse box question let 
alone the smoke extraction system as of 27 June 2017.

Mr. Goodwin indicated that he was unsure how relevant this next 
part was, but he felt that someone needed to raise it and consider 
it...Far too often in our society we have laws, rules and regulations 
that change and he suggested that all we witness from these 
changes are companies going out of business because they cannot 
afford to move forward under the new rules. What we should see 
from these changes is safety for past and present. Far too often 
these new rules only apply to what's next and not what has come 
before. An example would be the cladding that no longer fits the 
new legislation and yet it took people dying to have older things 
tested under that new legislation.

The insanity of changing a law and forcing new things to adhere to 
it while not considering any ramifications of what is already in place 
and not also adhering to it clearly costs lives and is utter madness; 
and that it makes no sense to change a law or legislation if it does 
not apply to everyone and everything besides just killing off a 
company. We live in a world where something can kill you today but 
it could be years until you die from it, asbestos being a prime 
example. If people are going to put something in place it should 
blanket the whole industry and not just what is to come next, it 
should also cover what has already been created.

If something is no longer acceptable and changes have to be made 
then anything that falls under it should also be checked, like 
cladding in Mersey tunnels, our underground stations. Just because 
something is created before the rule is applied does not make it 
safe, it certainly should not free it from any obligation that 
everything to come has to adhere too. A documentary in 1984 
spoke of cladding problems in relation to protecting older buildings 
from the elements and it was said then that the four available 
concepts fail, rain and damp gets in, fire risks are possible and its 
now 2017 and people have died. Considering the people 
interviewed in 1984 were fully aware of the ramifications and 
nothing got listened to, it is a disgrace not to look back and forward. 
Mr. Goodwin concluded by stating please do not make changes to 
destroy companies unless every single company and creation is 
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accountable and checked, both from the past and the present. It 
looks suspect, it costs lives and it is clearly immoral. 
Olaf Hansen, clerk to the Committee, informed that a response to 
Mr. Goodwin’s concerns had been requested.

(h) Kim Brennan complained about missing bin at the entrance to 
South Park at the junction of Hawthorne Road and Balliol Road; 
and an over-flowing bin outside Bedford Road Primary School. She 
went on to ask whether the bin outside Bedford Road Primary 
School could be replaced with a larger bin.

Olaf Hansen, clerk to the Committee, informed that a response to 
Ms. Brennan’s complaint had been requested.

(i) Michael Brennan asked whether the Council thought it was to 
charge for the removal of bulky items when only those who care 
about the community will pay the fee. Fly-tipping in the Stanley 
Road / Hawthorne Road area was rife. 

Gary Berwick, Cleansing Services Manager, replied as follows:-

(1) Is it fair to charge for bulky items?

The simple answer is that he was sure that the Council given a 
fair wind and a reasonable settlement from Central Government 
would not wish to charge for collection of large bulky items. The 
facts remain however, that a charge is administered and has 
been at £10 for the last 2 years with no intention to increase that 
in the immediate future. Mr. Berwick added here that this charge 
is the lowest amongst the 6 district Councils of the Liverpool City 
Region with the exception of Liverpool where there is currently 
no charge. The Council still collects in excess of 10,000 calls 
despite the charge per year. 

(2) Fly tipping on Street Corners:

Mr. Berwick fully accepted the comments appertaining to this 
allegation, however, he did take issue that it was large bulky 
(chargeable) items that were fly tipped on street corners 
especially in Stanley /Hawthorne Road area. It did tend to be 
domestic black sacks or boxes of domestic rubbish which 
caused the visual amenity issue for residents. Mr. Berwick was 
aware that colleagues in enforcement along with staff from 
cleansing undertake monthly operations from the Liverpool 
boundary to check on fly tipping and other environmental issues, 
all too often however, no evidence is forthcoming and he stated  
that intelligence from local residents wa almost none existent on 
the perpetrators.  The Council however, will continue to check 
on fly tipped bags and rest assured any evidence will result in 
fixed penalty fines or an appearance in the local court if the 
offence is serious enough. 
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(3)  Appearance of Area:

In relation to this point Mr. Berwick indicated that he thought that 
it was appropriate to give credit where it was due  and that both 
Linacre and Derby Ward Councillors have combined to invest 
(quite substantially with local ward funds) in financial terms to 
create a specific “hit squad” just for these 2 wards to deal with 
the menace that is fly tipping / graffiti/ rear entry cleansing. 
Whilst the squad is in its early days (started in May), it is fair to 
say that the squad has already made a significant visual impact. 
The gateways into the Borough from Liverpool and from 
Litherland have improved substantially, although the problem as 
referred to has not gone away, and that it was this squad 
combined with  colleagues in enforcement who will continue to 
press for improvements to the immediate area around Stanley / 
Hawthorne Roads. Mr. Berwick concluded that residents could 
rest assured that the Ward Councillors also monitor and report 
matters directly to the “hit squad” and enforcement for action.

Mr. Berwick hoped that his response answered the detailed 
questions; but stated that the issues of dumped bags and small fly 
tipping will continue albeit it was hoped on a much reduced level to 
those experienced in the past.

(j) Rachel O’Brien asked for the removal of the benches between 
sefton@work and ShoeMarket. She explained that the existing 
bench had become a focal point of anti-social behaviour, with 
groups of between 3 to 15 people drinking alcohol, littering, being 
noisy as well as urinating and even defecating in public. Those who 
congregate at the bench were loud, aggressive and intimidating 
other members of the public who might want to use the bench – 
especially the more vulnerable individuals. In the last two weeks the 
Police have ‘moved on’ these groups on four separate occasions; 
also emergency medical assistance has had to be called on 3 
separate occasions due to members of the group being 
unconscious. She suggested that the removal of the licence from 
the corner shop on Cedar and Strand Road would help address the 
problem.

Andrew Sawyer, Highways Maintenance Manager, replied that the 
benches  referred to were installed as part of the Public Realm 
works along Stanley Road.  Although Highway Maintenance have 
responsibility for their repair if defective, a decision to remove them 
would not be something for him to make; but suggested that if the  
benches were removed the problem would simply relocate to the  
next available benches.

Kevin Coady, Senior Licensing Officer, replied that the Council have 
no powers to remove or restrict a premise licence issued under the 
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Licensing Act 2003 other than via an application from someone to 
review the licence. This can come via a local resident or from 
Merseyside Police.

There is a procedure that has to be followed and this can be found 
via the below link to a page on the subject on the Sefton website:

https://www.sefton.gov.uk/business/licensing-
registration/entertainment,-alcohol-and-late-night-
refreshment/licence-review.aspx

The matter would go before the Licensing Sub-Committee 
(consisting of 3 councillors) who would determine the matter; 
following which if any of the parties weren’t happy with the outcome 
there is then an appeal route via the magistrates’ court.

(k) Carole Craven and Chris Doyle of Church Road Residents’ 
Association commented that they have set up the Group in 
response to the heavy increase in traffic on Church Road; and that 
the wagons have also started going down Kirkstone Road North.

It was stated that recently a huge wagon with 6 cars on it 3 on top 
and 3 on the bottom went around the roundabout in Kirkstone Road 
which was not easy to do and that eventually the wagon pulled up 
at the lights. This was a residential area with a park entrance and 
posed major problems with highway safety especially relating to 
children.  A question was asked could signs be put up stopping 
wagons going down Kirkstone |Road North because eventually the 
road will be carved up and it will be Sefton Council paying to 
replace it and not Highways England.

It was also indicated that the pollution levels on Sefton Council’s 
website for the A5036 break European Law every day; and a 
question was asked whether there was something that can be done 
about this because the Group were  seeking legal advice; and that 
Planet Earth in London were solicitors who took the government to 
court and won the case over pollution.

Olaf Hansen, clerk to the Committee, informed that a response to 
Church Road Residents’ Association complaint had been 
requested.

(l) Ann Rothwell complained that Oxford Road, Bootle, was being used 
as a ‘rat run’ by drivers avoiding the lights at Breeze Hill. There 
were two park entrances on Oxford Road and four nurseries within 
a half a mile radius so there were many child pedestrians. The 
20mph limit was largely ignored. She went on to ask what 
measures could be taken to address the issue of speeding traffic in 
this area?

https://www.sefton.gov.uk/business/licensing-registration/entertainment,-alcohol-and-late-night-refreshment/licence-review.aspx
https://www.sefton.gov.uk/business/licensing-registration/entertainment,-alcohol-and-late-night-refreshment/licence-review.aspx
https://www.sefton.gov.uk/business/licensing-registration/entertainment,-alcohol-and-late-night-refreshment/licence-review.aspx
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Inspector Kellett replied that he noted the concern in relation to 
what was referred to as speeding drivers, road rage, placement of 
speed cameras and other inappropriate behaviour when driving in 
Sefton. The issue of drivers exceeding the speed limit can be 
complex and must be considered from a variety of points. Firstly, he  
pointed out that the local speed limits are decided by the 
appropriate Local Authority (Sefton in this case). Whilst Police are 
the appropriate body for enforcing speed limits, they must consider 
this as part of  wider Policing duties and the overall drive to reduce 
road traffic collisions where someone is killed and/or seriously 
injured. 

Over recent years there has been a proliferation of 20-mile-an-
hour areas and zones across the United Kingdom with the 
inevitable result of the public and local authorities demanding 
police enforcement. Whilst the police service fully supports any 
measures that increase road safety, it simply cannot commit to 
a sustained program of enforcement and it relies upon 
Association of Chief Police Officers (ACPO, now superseded by 
the National Police Chiefs Council (NPCC)) guidance to outline 
its response to the new speed limits. In 2007 the ACPO 
Secretariat circulated a letter on the ACPO Intranet confirming 
the enforcement guidance on 20 mph limits and zones:

“Whilst the benefit of reduced speed limits in residential areas 
is recognised, the means by which such a speed limit is 
achieved clearly rests with the advice provided by the 
department of the Environment, Transport and the Regions 
(DETR). This advice to local authorities should ensure that 
sufficient engineering works are in place to result in an 
average speed of 20 mph or less. It is not acceptable for the 
Police service to enforce such speed limits as a matter of 
routine. In the event that offenders are detected in the normal 
course of police work, it is recommended that prosecution 
should be by way of process and that the evidence should 
reflect the fact that the offence was committed within a 
reduced speed limit zone.” 

It is incumbent upon the Police service to ensure resources are 
used effectively in responding to community priorities. The 
current Department for Transport (DfT) National Guidance, 
issued to local authorities insists that any 20 mph area/zone be 
adequately engineered. However, this is somewhat ambiguous 
as there are 20mph limits/zones without such engineering 
support or the ‘engineering’ varies from signing to physical 
features such as road humps and tables. It is this and the need 
to manage police resources that has led to the policy that poorly 
engineered schemes should not be considered for routine 
enforcement. Speed limits (including areas and zones) should 
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have engineering/clear signing and not rely upon routine police 
enforcement.
So what this all means is:
 It is incumbent on the local authorities to implement 

suitable engineering to support any 20 mph areas.
 Police enforcement must not replace this measure but 

should be an additive deterrent to ensure compliance and 
address specific complaints.

 The police service must not become the ‘cheap option’ to 
achieve compliance in 20mph limits and zones.

As a result the National Police Chiefs’ Council position has 
remained to date that if a 20-mph-speed-restriction is in place 
and there is no engineering or clear signing to effectively 
achieve compliance without enforcement, then there would be 
no routine enforcement. However police will respond to 
identified issues such as complaints from communities or 
evidence from local authorities. This position should address 
the issue of genuine drivers being prosecuted when they simply 
didn't know they were in a newly introduced speed limit, leading 
in a loss of public support.

Documents from the DfT (Traffic Advisory Leaflet 1/2013) have 
discussed the reduction of engineering requirements when a 
road is shown to have average speed at or lower than the 
20mph being introduced. This document discusses at length the 
criteria local authorities should consider for 20-mph-limits and 
zones, as well as the need to continue monitoring speeds both 
before and after implementation. When discussing urban speed 
limits this circular also clearly states “general compliance needs 
to be achievable without an excessive reliance on 
enforcement”. This would of course meet the current police 
enforcement rationale, as there would be little enforcement 
necessary if speeds were low when the limit was introduced.

As highlighted earlier, part of the current police rationale is that 
if the speed restriction is necessary to ensure the safety of 
vulnerable road users then compliance should be the aim, not 
prosecution - engineering not enforcement. If engineering is 
there then police are more likely to routinely enforce to ensure 
compliance as and when police resources allow. I feel that the 
current position is considered still to be appropriate. 

Merseyside Police welcome any reduction in speed, which may 
drive down the number of people killed or seriously injured on 
our roads. However, it is important that we do not raise the 
expectations of the local community who may have the 
impression that the police will automatically be available to 
undertake enforcement activity. The strategic objective must be 
to modify driver behaviour through education and where 



SOUTH SEFTON AREA COMMITTEE- THURSDAY 29TH JUNE, 2017

13

necessary prosecution, in order to protect road users from 
death and serious injury. 

Inspector Kellett  highlighted the work that Merseyside Police 
has undertaken with “The 20 Effect” and the implementation of 
20-mph-areas across Liverpool as a model of best practice, 
involving education and engagement supported by 
enforcement. 

In relation to the comments regarding speed cameras, there are 
clear guidelines regarding the permanent sites that need to be 
met, and as mentioned this has already been considered. 
Inspector Kellett indicated that he would however pass the 
location details to the Road Safety Partnership for review to 
consider if there is any suitable site for visits by a mobile speed 
camera van. 

In these times of constraint, it is important that any deployments 
of police resources are carefully considered and take account of 
public expectations in line with national guidance. The Police  
position remains that following National Police Chiefs’ Council 
guidance, there needs to be an identified problem in a well-
engineered scheme to result in regular police enforcement 
activity and this activity will focus on education to alter driver 
behaviour.

In conclusion, Inspector Kellett  assured residents that reducing 
fatalities and serious injuries on the roads of Merseyside is one 
of our key objectives of Merseyside Police, but as a public-
sector body with various and wide-ranging statutory 
responsibilities spanning multiple areas of public interest, it is 
imperative that resources are used to the best effect and only 
where evidence shows they are required. 

6. POLICE ISSUES 

The Committee considered the verbal update of Chief Inspector Harris and 
Sergeant Sprung. Chief Inspector Harris and Sergeant Sprung gave a brief 
presentation outlining recent Police activities and operations within the 
South Sefton Area.

Members commented on the bravery and heroism of the Police and 
emergency services, particularly following the recent terrorist attacks in 
Manchester and London. The Committee commended transport police 
officer, PC Wayne Marques, who fought off the three London Bridge 
attackers with only his baton despite being temporarily blinded in one eye 
after he was stabbed in the head.

RESOLVED: That
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(1) the Police be thanked for their presentation; and

(2) the sincere appreciation and gratitude of the Committee be noted and 
conveyed to PC Wayne Marques for his acts heroism and bravery far 
in excess of his expected duties when he single handedly confronted 
three armed terrorists on London Bridge.

7. AREA MANAGEMENT UPDATE 

The Committee considered the report of the Head of Communities that 
gave an update on Area Management activities that had taken place in 
South Sefton Wards since the last meeting.

RESOLVED: That

(1) The report be noted; and

(2) Area management issues from Members, residents or community 
groups be referred to the Area Coordinator for South Sefton.

8. LIVERPOOL CITY REGION RIGHTS OF WAY IMPROVEMENT 
PLAN (SOUTH SEFTON AC)(2) 2018 - 2028 

The Committee considered the report of the Head of Locality Services – 
Commissioned informing Members of the production of the Draft 
Combined Authority Liverpool City Region Rights of Way Improvement 
Plan 2018-2028  and the commencement of the consultation period.

RESOLVED:

That the contents of the report and the Draft Combined Authority Liverpool 
City Region Rights of Way Improvement Plan 2018-2028, together with the 
process for making comments on the draft plan be noted.

9. BUDGET MONITORING 

The Committee considered the report of the Head of Communities that 
provided information on available resources for the Committee and 
progress on those items approved at previous meetings.

RESOLVED:

That the report be noted.

10. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
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RESOLVED: 

That in accordance with the agreed schedule of meetings for this Area 
Committee, the next meeting will be held on Wednesday 6 September 
2017, at the Town Hall, Bootle commencing at 6:30pm


